MINUTES OF A MEETING
OF THE
STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Held Thureday, Priday and Saturday, Janury 16, 17 and 18,
1941, in the Office of the Commission at Bismarck, N. D,

The regular meeting of th® State Water Conservation Commission was called to order
by the Vice Chairman, Henry Holt, at 10 o'clock A. M., Thursday, January 16, 1941,
in the office of the Commigelon at Bismarck, N, Dak,

Roll was called with Comms. Dahl, Holt, Simone and Thompson, present. Governor
John Moses, absent,

The Secretary presented each member of the Commiedon with a copy of the minutes of
the last regular Commission meeting, held in Biemerck, 'November 19, 1940,

After the members had read their copies of the minutes, it was moved by Comm, Simons,
seconded by Comm, Thompeon, that the minutes be approved. The motlon carried, all
Commissioners voting aye.

There was a general discussion of the poesibility that Mr. H. F. McColly, Secretary
and Chief Pnginser of the Commission, may leave, and the possibility of securing
the eervices of Mr. 4xel Persson, Manager, Lower Yellowstone Project, was dlscussed.

The Secretary presented a copy of the manuscript of the Second Biennial Report of
the Commission and the Nineteenth Biennial Report of the State Engineer. The Joint
report is now in the hends of the printer,

The Secretary gave each member a copy of the Budget Board Report. The members dis-
cussed varioue phases of the Commiesion budget. The Vice Chairmen suggested that

a written opinion be obtained regarding whether the $50,000.00 guarantee fund is a
revolving fund. Comm, Simone suggested inviting the Chairman of the House and
Senate committees on water conservation, irrigation and drainage, to meet with the
Commiesion, He also suggested that if the Commission could find out the Senators
that will be investigating thie department for the Senate appropriations committee,
they wshould also be asked to meet with the Commission. The Secretary was requested
to extend en invitation to these groups,

The Secretary presented an application for a water right from Leonard E. Prince,
Regent, N. Bak, It was movéd by Comm. Simons, seconded by Comm, Dahl, that the
application of Leonard ¥, Prince, Regent, N, Dak., for a water right to divert from
the Cannonball River an annual diversion of 55 acre-feet for an acreage of 27.5,

be granted. The motion carried, all Commissioners voting aye.

The Secretary called the Commiseioneré! attention to a Notice of Public Hearing by
the Board of Ensineers for Rivers and Harbors, to be held at Billings, Montana, on
Jenuary 30, 1941, to coneider a report on the desired improvements in the basins
of the Yellowstone and Big Horn Rivere. Wyoming, Montana and North Dalkota,

It was suggested by Comm. Simons that the matter be referred to the Secretary and
the Yellowetone Compact Commission member, Mr. Frank P, Whitney. He aleo suggested
that if a new Secretary has been chosen by that time, He should go. It was moved
by Comm, Dshl, seconded by Comm., Simone, that the matter be left in the hands of
the Governor with power to gct. On roll call the motion carried, Comms, Holt,
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Simons, Dahl and Thompson voting aye. Governor Mosee absent.

The Secretary stated that the Commissioy's membershivr in the National Rivers and Harbore
Congress 1le¢ due, It was moved by Comm, Thompson, seconded by Comm., Simons, thet a
quarter of the payment be made now and the remainder some time prior to the 1lst of
April, The roll was called with Comms. Thompson, Holt, Simons and Dahl voting aye.
Governor Moses, absent.

It was moved by Comm, simons. seconded by Comm, Thompeon, that the National Reclama=
tion Association membership be paild in the amount of $100.00. On roll call the motion
carried, Comms, Holt, Thompeon, Simons and Dahl, voting aye. Governor Moees, absent,

The Secretary stated that the Board of Administration wishees to lease the Dullam tract,
and the Mellon tract when obtained by the Commission. This land is located on the
proposed Bismarck Project.

It was moved by Comm,.Simons, seconded by Comm. Dahl, that the Commieslon authorize

the Secretary and the Governor to lease the Dullam land on the Bismarck Flate, and the
Mellon land on the Bismarck Flats, to the Board of Administration, if and when obtain-
ed by the Commission, for one year at a time, On roll call the motion carried, Comms,
Bolt, Thompeon, Simons and Dahl voting aye. Governor Moses, absent.

The Governor came into the meeting,

¥r. Axel Perseson was called into the meeting and the Commiseioners discussed with him
the work of the Commiseion and offered him the position of Secretary and Chief
Fngineer, Mr, Persson was invited to attend the rest of the meeting and stated he
would let the Commission kmow later regarding his declelon,

Due to another business appointment, Governor Moses left the meeting,

At 12 o'clock the Commission recessed until 1330 P, M,

The meeting was reconvened at 1:30 P, M. The meeting wae called to order by the
Vice Chairman, Henry Holt.

On roll call the followinﬁ members were presents Holt, Dehl, Thompeon and Simons,
Governor Moses, absent. r, Perseon was present as a guest of the Commiseion.

Mr, William Lowe, Game and Fieh Cormissioner, and Mr. Jim Campbell, of the Game and

Fish Department, came into the meeting. Comm. Thowpson brought up the matter of the
Wakopa Project in the Turtle Mountains, explaining the poesibilitiee of the project

as a recreational center. There was come discussion.

It was moved by Comm, Thompson, seconded by Comm, Simons, that the Water Conserva-
tion Commission interest 1tself temporarily in the project known as the Wakopa
Project in the Turtle Mountains, and that the Secretary be authorized to use the
enzgineering facilities of the Commission for the purpose of making additional pre-
liminary surveys in an effort to establish the probable size of the project, the
lakes to be restored, the detriment, if pny, to other lakes in the immediate vicinity.
thereof, the cost of land acquieition and rights-of-way, and such other preliminary
information as may be necessary in order that it may be determined whether or not it
would seem feasible for the Commission to further sponsor the project in cooperation
with the Game and Fieh Department, or any other agency which might be interested. On

roll call the motion carried, Coihs, Holt, Simons, Thompeon and Dahl voting aye.
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Governor Moses, absent., It was suggested that the Secretary advise those State
Senatore and Repreeentatives interested in thie matter by letter,

Mr. Lowe and Mr, Campbell left the meeting, -and Mr, Harry E. Polk, North Dakota Dire
ector of the National Reclamation Assoclation, came in,

¥r, Polk dlecussed the statewide organization meeting of the National Reclamation
Associlation, which is to be held in Bismarck, Friday, Januery 17, at 1 o6'clock P. M.,
in the conference room of the Board of Administration on the 10th floor of the Cap-
1tol. He extended an invitation to all membere to spend as much time as posseible
attending the meeting. Mr, Polk then left the meeting,

Er. B, J. Thomae came into the meeting and reported that, at the request of the Sec-
retary, he had arranged a meeting with the members of the House and Semate Committees
on Drainage and Irrigation, to be held at 9 o'clock A. M., Friday, Jenuary 17, in
Room 202, Senate Balcony.

The Secretary reported that a National Reclamation Association bulletin of December 20,
1940, had been received urging that "individuals, organizations and projects sponsors
communicate their approval or sugzgestions, pertaining to projects proposed, to their
Senators and Congresemen at an early date."

It wae moved b& Comm, Thompeon, seconded by Comm., Simons, tha% the Secretary be auth-
orized to send to the Senators and Congressmen the Commission e 1llst of projecte in
vhich they are interested,

Judge A. M, Christianson and Mr. Iver Acker, President and Treasurer, respectively,
of the Rural Rehabilitation Corporation, came into the meeting,

The Secretary stated that the Dullam Estate land of 100 acres on the Biemarck Fiat had
been purchased for $2,000.00 in December, 1940, He also stated that an offer had
been made to Wachters, Incorporated, to pay for Section 21 (part of the Mellon _
Estate). He further reported that the Bank of North Dgkota had purchased $16,500.00
of Series G bonde to finance these laml purchases, There was a discussion of these
facte, .

The Secretary reported thet the general tax on the Dullam Land for 1940 in the amount
of $13.31 and $14,68, firset and second installments respectively, totaling $27.99,
ere dus, and that a 5% discount is received if it is paid in full before February 15,
It wae moved by Comm, Simons, seconded by Comm, Thompson, that the Secretary be re-
quired to agk the Attorney General for an opinion as to whether these taxes are a
legitimate charge and, if so, to pay them. On roll call the motion carried, Comme,
Holt, Dshl, Thompson and Simons voting aye. Governor Moses, absent.

Judge Christianson and Mr, Acker discussed with the membere of the Commission various
changes in legislation which they would suggest in connection with the Water Commission
law,

'It was moved by Comm, Simons, seconded by Comm, Dahl, that the matter of preparing

legiclation be referred to Mr. Iver Acker with the understanding that he may call for
such assistance as he may need, and that the finael form of the bill be referred to
Governor Moses, Judge Christianson, and the Secretary for approval, The motion carried,
all Commissioners voting eye. Governor Moses, abesent.

At 6 P, M,, the meeting was recessed until Friday morning, January 17, at 9 o'clock
when the Commiseionere met in joint seesion with the membere of the Irrigation Commit-
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tee of the House and Senate, The meeting was concluded at 11:30 A, M.

. From 1 P, M. to 2 P, M., the Commissicners attended the sessions of the North Dakota

Reclamation Association, which wae having ite organization meeting in Bismarck, Friday,
Janvary 17.

At 2 P, M., the Commission meeting reconvened in the office of the Commiesion. Vice
Chairman Holt presiding.

Roll was called with Comms. Simons, Dahl, Holt and Thompson, present, Governor Moses,
absent.

The Secretary presented the financial statement. It wasmoved by Comm., Thompson,
geconded by Comm. Dahl, that the financial report be received and placed on file, The
motion carried, all Commiselioners voting aye. A copy of the financial statement is
attached to these minutes,

The Secretary gave his report, stating that the Commission office was very short of
asglstance since the death of E., C. Frahm, Assietant Engineer, the resignation of
¥, H, Farmer, Extension Irrigationist, and the illness of Reuben Stee, newly hired
office engineer,

It was moved by Comm. Dahl, seconded by Comm, Thompson, that the statements of the
Secretary be recorded. The motion cerried, ell Commissioners voting aye.

The Vice Chairman read a letter from Lium and Burdick, consulting engineers, of Grand
Forks, regarding difficulties they are having on the Tongue River.

. ATter considerable discussion, it was moved by Comm. Simons, seconded by Comm. Thompson,

that in accordance with communications from Lium and Burdick, consulting engineers,
Grand Forks, that the Chief Engineer and Secretary of the Commission be inetructed to
pdvise these gentlemen that the Water Commission will be glad to cooperate with the
City of Cavaliler in co-sponsoring a WPA project and lend such aid and support as is
roseible within the law and the 1limit of funds available to the Commiseion. On roll
call the motion carried, Comme., Dahl, Thompeon, Holt end Simonme voting aye., Governor
Yoses, absent,

The Secretary and Comm. Simons explained the situation on the Buford-Trenton, where
the Farm Security Administration wishes to buy about 1,000 acres of echool land. How-
ever, due to the fact that the State Land Board must sell 1ts land and take payment
over a period of years, except to another State Department when payment may be taken
end title delivered immediately, the Parm Security Adminietration would have to walt
20 years to get title to the land, For that resson the Farm Security Adminietration
wviehes the State Water Conservation Commission to buy the land and resell it to them,

If was moved by Comm, Thompson, seconded by Comm, Simons, that the Secretary and
Chairman be authorized to purchase the school lands approximating 1,000 acres from the
Eoard of Uriversity and School Lands and reeell same to the Farm Security Admin-
{stration. The above is done because the Farm Security wants the property and can-
vot under the law purchase direct, so the Commigsion is merely acting as an sgent,
The Chairman and Secretary are aleo euthorized to borrow from the Bank of North
Dakota sufficlent funds to make the purchase, 1f necessary, On roll cell the motion
carried, Comme, Simons, Thompeon, Holt and Dahl voting aye., Governor Moses, abeent,

The Secretary and Chairmen were instructed to negotiate with Mr, Axel Pergson regarding
the position, salary, etc., and make him an offer of the poeition of Secretary.

The Commiselon recessed at 3:30 to reconvene at 3:45 P, M., in the office of Governmor
Voses,
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The Governor discussed with the Commiesioners contacte he had made on hie recent trip
to Washington, D, C., primaerily relative to national defence industries in North
Dakota. While in Washington, he met with Mr, M, O, Ryan, the Honoradle Carl, T.
Curtis, Congressman from Nebraeka, and John C. Page, Commissioner, Bureau of Reclama-
tion,

There wae a discussion of the advieabllity of initiating measures to obtaln a Missouri
River Basin Compact Commission, and the effect that a formulation of such a Compact
Commlssion would have with respect to the allocation of the waters of the Missouri
River Drainage Basin, and whether North Dakota should take the initiative in promoting
such a Compact Commission. The concensus of opinion of the North Dakota Water Conser-
vation Commiesion was that the matter should be approached rather cautiouely and that
a determination should be made of the attitude of the State of Montana relative to the
sltuation. It was suggested that during the hearing to be held at Billinge on Janu~
ary 30, that an effort be made to discern the attitude of the verious states relative
to the uses of weter of the Missourl River Drainage Basin.

Vice Chalrman Henry Holt declered a recees at Us30 P. M. for members to attend the
meet ing of the North Dakota Reclamation Association for the rest of the day, and to
meet with this same group at 9:30 A. M., Jenuary 18,

The members of the Commission met with the North Dakota Reclamation Associlation during
the morning of January 18, and there being no further Commiesion businese the meeting

edjourned eine die.

Respectfully submitted,

— KL 27p ol

6;7, Secretary
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NORTH DAKOTA STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

YONTHLY REPORT DECEMBER 1 to 31, 10UO

1939 APPROPRIATION

Cost of work on Projects

. n

Collections received

47,902.42 (to Nov., 30)

hs;760.68 ("

(] " )

*December Expenses on Projecte h,906.63

*December Collectione received 1,366.30

Total Expended to  Balance Agreed Balance Available  December Dec. Overrun
g pﬁgﬁéﬁ; No{éygo' §z§£030- Reduction Available Per Month Expenses Ung:rrun

Commiceloners! Per Diem 4,200.00 1,085.00 3,115.00 1,200.00 1,915.00 273.57 49,00 224,57 U
Administration 30,000,00 *18,823.67 11,176.33 1,000.00 10,176.33 1,453,76 *1,303.03 150.73 U
Const, Bond Guarantee 50,000.00  5,400.00  U44,800.00  10,000.00  34,600.00  4,942.86  ---emm-- 4,942.86 U
Lewis & Clark Exp. Farm 4,000.00 2,034.89 1.965.11 250.00 1,715.11 - 245.01 318.41 73.40 ©
Sponsor's Share Dame 7,000,00 949.07 6,050.93 2,000.00 4,050.93 578.70 352.58 226.12 U
Engr. & Soil Surveys 1,000,00 163.50 836.50 180,00 656.50 93.79  ———meee- 93.79 U
Deeign & Reports Mo. Riv. 500.60 165.71 334.29 ~ 300.00 34.29 4.90  ———oeem- k.o v
Goose River Diversion 500,00 375.00 125,00 100.00 25.00 357 - 3.57 U
" James River-Lake Traverse  1,600.00 sou.21 795.79 750.00 45.79 I S — 6.54 U
Invest. & Surveye-Mo. Riv. 3,000.00 532.92 2,467.08 2,000.00 467.08 (9 S e— 66.72 U
Evaluation Economic Bemef. 1,000.00 2u6, 0k 753.96 700.00 53.96 [ % ¢ RS .n U
Reports & Conferences 1,000.00 727.93 272.01 300,00 - 27.93 - 3,99 e - 3.99 0
Tri-State Waters Comm. 5.600;00  3,177.35 2,422.65 600.00 1,822.65 260.38 163.92 96.46 U
Ind Invest. & Reporte 1,600.00 990.55 609.45 600.00 9.45 1.35 83.33 81.98 0
TOTALS $ 111,000.00 35,475.84 75.524.16  19,580.00 55,544,16 7.9%34.88 2,270.27 5,064,661 U

*"Revolving Fund"
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