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Knife River
at Hazen

1) 31.40 feet, 3/24/09

2) 27.01 feet, 6/24/66

During the spring of 2009, 
people in all parts of North 
Dakota were heard say-
ing – we’ve never seen 
water levels like this 
before. And in a lot of 
instances, those people 
were absolutely right.  

The adjacent map 
provides a number of 
examples where record 
water levels were recorded at 
various stream and lake gages 
throughout the state, along with 
the previous record. Though not 
a complete representation of all 
the stage levels that were bro-
ken, it is effective 
in showing how the 
floods of 2009 were 
not isolated to one 
or two river basins. 
Rather, records were 
broken in every 
major drainage basin 
in North Dakota.

At the time this article 
was written, gage data 
were being updated almost 
constantly. Therefore, all of 
the 2009 data reported on 
the adjacent map should be 
considered preliminary, and 
subject to change. The 2009 
preliminary data were provided 
by the U.S. Geological Survey.        
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 North Dakota State Water Commission
 Dale L. Frink, State Engineer
 900 East Boulevard Ave. • Bismarck, ND 58505
 (701) 328-2750 • http: //swc.nd.gov

The State Water Commission does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 
disability in employment or the provision of services.

2 0 0 9:
A Year of Records

Mouse River
near Verendrye

1) 17.91 feet, 4/15/09

2) 17.84 feet, 4/19/76

Devils Lake

1) 50.03 feet, 5/14/09–
 and on the rise

2) 49.20 feet, 5/9/06

James River
near Grace City

1) 17.47 feet, 4/17/09

2) 16.18 feet, 3/21/96

Spring Creek at Zap

1) 21.40 feet, 3/23/09

2) 20.70 feet, 3/15/72

Sweetbriar Creek
near Judson

1) 12.87 feet, 4/13/09

2) 12.50 feet, 4/17/50

Hay Creek at Bismarck

1) 8.43 feet, 3/23/09

2) 7.35 feet, 7/7/07

Heart River
near Judson

1) 29.24 feet, 3/23/09

2) 21.90 feet, 3/23/97

Antelope Creek
near Carson

1) 18.81 feet, 3/22/09

2) 17.95 feet, 4/16/50

Beaver Creek
at Linton

1) 18.49 feet, 3/24/09

2) 15.34 feet, 3/21/97

Cannonball River
at Breien

1) 22.50 feet, 3/24/09

2) 22.30 feet, 4/19/50

Cedar Creek
near Raleigh

1) 20.57 feet, 3/23/09

2) 14.18 feet, 3/24/97

Cannonball River
near Raleigh

1) 16.52 feet, 3/24/09

2) 16.03 feet, 3/20/97

Missouri River
near Schmidt

1) 24.19 feet, 3/25/09

2) 23.56 feet, 12/9/76

James River
at LaMoure

1) 17.44 feet, 4/15/09

2) 16.17 feet, 4/14/69

Sheyenne River
at Lisbon

1) 22.84 feet, 4/16/09

2) 19.29 feet, 4/5/97

Bear Creek
near Oakes

1) 13.45 feet, 3/25/09

2) 13.24 feet, 4/3/97

Pipestem Creek
near Pingree

1) 12.93 feet, 4/13/09

2) 11.70 feet, 3/17/95

Wild Rice River
near Abercrombie

1) 27.75 feet, 3/26/09

2) 27.50 feet, 3/3/1897

James River
near Kensal

1) 15.92 feet, 4/22/09

2) 13.00 feet, 4/5/97 Flooding in Linton from Beaver Creek, March 23, 
the day before the peak.
(Photo by ND National Guard)

MERCER GRIGGS

Sheyenne River
at Valley City

1) 20.50 feet, 4/17/09

2) 20.00 feet, 4/1/1882

Red River at Fargo

1) 40.82 feet, 3/28/09

2) 39.72 feet, 4/18/97

Red River at Hickson

1) 38.97 feet, 3/26/09

2) 37.60 feet, 4/16/97

The Red River at Fargo, March 28.
(Photo by DP Schwert, NDSU)

The Sheyenne River south of I-94 at 
Valley City, April 17.
(Photo by Civil Air Patrol)


